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BURGH  OP  MOTHERl'^LL  AND  WISIIAW 


The  Secretary, 

Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 
Provost,  Magistrates  and  Town  Councillors 
of  the  Burgh  of  Motherwell  and  Wishaw. 


Miss  McDonald  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1946, 

The  year  under  review  has  not  been  noted  for 
spectacular  changes  as  was  anticipated  following  the 
cessation  of  hostilities.  The  shortage  of  material  and 
labour  has  necessitated  the  curtailment  of  our  housing 
programme  a nd  has  prohibited  any  improvements  being  made 
unless  considered  essential.  Although  thus  handicapped, 
547  houses  were  completed  and  occupied. 

Despite  the  shortage  and  lack  of  variety  of  the  food 
supply,  the  community  has  been  relatively  free  from  disease 
and  has  been  spared  the  travail  of  any  epidemics. 

OUR  POPULATION 

The  estimated  number  of  persons  living  within  our 
bo-undary  is  67,400.  The  number  of  houses  occupied  is 
17,374  which  gives  an  average  of  3,87  persons  per  house, 

PUBLIC  BATHS 

The  baths  are  a source  of  physical  exercise  to  many, 
while  others  derive  their  pleasure  from  watching  the 
participants  in  the  aquatic  sports.  The  premises  are 
maintanned  a t a high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  the 
swimming  pond  water,  when  subjected  to  test,  has  been 
satisfactory.  Due  to  the  keenness  and  enthusiasm  of  the 
Bathmaster,  who  kindly  supplied  the  figures,  the  attendance 
during  the  year  totalled  193,185,  an  increase  of  10,924, 

To  the  swiming  pond,  admissions  were  89,524,  plus  26,804 
season  ticket  holders  and  25,127  club  attendances. 

School/ 
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School  children,  increased  by  2,228,  totalled  10,625.  The 
Turkish  baths  motq  indulged  in  by  3,442  not  including  4,196 
season  ticket  holders.  The  pltinge  baths  registered  30,569 
with  41  season  ticket  holders.  As  was  to  be  expected,  the 
number  of  servicemen  attending  decreased  from  3,010  to  400. 
Brine  baths  were  supplied  in  two  occasions  while  the  visitors, 
increasing  by  382,  totalled  2,453. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Of  the  necessities  of  life  one  of  the  most  important 
is  water.  What  is  more  refreshing  on  a warm  day  than  a 
drink  of  cool  sparkling  water?  As  it  is  often  quoted,  "All  • 
that  glitters  is  not  gold"  so  the  eye  may  bo  deceived  by  its 
appearance.  Contamination  may  occur  from  many  sources  so 
to  keep  check,  samples  are  taken,  both  for  chemical  analysis 
and  bacteriological  examination.  Here  is  a typical  analysis 
made  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

G-ralns  per  Oallon 


Mineral  Matter — 4*1 

Organic  Matter  »8 

Total  Solid  Matter 4.9 

Nitrates  as  Nitrate  of  Soda-  trace 

Free  i^monia  — — ,001 

Aibuminorld  imimcnia  .005 

Total  Ammonia .006 


Temporary  Hardness  1.33 

Permanent  Hardness  1.21 

Total  Hardness  2,54 


Colour  (Glasgow  Supply  « 10)  16 

pH  Value  6.9 


The  sample  as  received  was  free  from  suspended  matter  and 
had  only  a slight  brown  colour  due  to  the  presence  of  a little 
unobjectionable  peaty  matter.  The  analysis  shows  it  to  bo  a 
soft  water  with  no  detectable  trace  of  animal  matter  or  sewage 
and  accordingly  it  is  suitable  for  drinking  and  other  dietetic 
purposes. 

Bacteriological  examination  also  reveals  that  the  water 
is  satisfactory.  Here  are  some  examples. 

(1)/ 


-5- 


(1)  Viable  Bacteria 

(2)  Viable  Bacteria 

(3)  Viable  Bacteria 

(4)  Viable  Bacteria 


37°C.  4 per 
37°C.  3 per 
37^0 . 3 per 
37°C.  5 per 


c.c*  21°G. 
0.0,  21'^C. 
c.o.  21^0. 
c.c.  21^0, 


15  per  c.c. 
12  per  c.c, 
9 per  c.c. 
10  per  c.c. 


ECONOMY  IS  IMPORTANT 


How  easy  it  is  to  go  to  the  tap  and  turn  on  the  water. 

Have  you  thought  of  its  source  and  the  journey  through  which 
it  passes  before  reaching  the  homo? 

As  rain,  the  water  reaches  the  ground,  trickles  down 
the  hillside,  into  the  stroara  which  collects  in  the  reservoir. 
Prom  here  it  is  drawn  off  as  required  and  carried  to  filters 
whence  after  being  purified  it  is  led  to  storage  tanks. 

P’rom  this  point  it  is  fed  to  the  various  parts  of  the  town, 
branches  off  to  each  property  and  house. 

All  this  costs  money  as  you  may  learn  if  you  examine 
the  rates  demand  note,  liVhen  the  supply  is  plentiful 
the  temptation  to  waste  is  strong.  With  the  increase  in  new 
houses,  having  improved  facilities,  the  consumption  of  water 
has  considerably  increased. 

During  the  summer  the  reservoirs  at  Coulter  and  Elvanfoot 
wore  lower  than  they  had  been  for  many  yea  rs  and  this 
necessitated  the  issue  of  warnings  to  be  careful  with  the  supply. 
No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  quality, 

DRAINAGE 


During  the  year  the  construction  of  a now  sewer  was 
commenced  and  plans  wore  prepared  for  others  v/hen  material 
and  labour  are  available.  These  sewers  are  required  to 
deal  with  the  sewage  from  areas  earmarked  for  building  purposes. 

House  building  Increased  considerably  during  the  year 
and  there  were  also  a few  Improvements  carried  out  in  other 
property. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  department  to  see  that  the  execution 
of  sanitary  work  is  soundly  done  and  that  approved  material 
only  is  employed.  This  entailed  the  examination  and  testing 
of  36  yards  of  6’*  cast  iron,  8,711  yards  of  4”  fireclay  and 
2,522  yards  of  6"  fireclay  drain  pipes. 

By/ 
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By  arrangement  with  the  Burgh  Surveyor  all  plans 
dealing  with  sanit  ary  arrangements  and  ventilating  systems 
are  examined  by  the  department  before  being  passed  by  the 
Dean  of  Guild  Court.  This  has  proved  helpful  and  prevented 
any  trouble  at  a later  date. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Water,  during  its  journey  through  the  house,  factory  or 
town,  is  used  as  a medium  for  cleansing  and  a means  of  oonvey*- 
ance  of  unwanted  matter.  In  industrial  areas  accumulations 
of  this  foul  liquid  may  bo  a source  of  danger  to  the  health  of  . 
the  ooonmunlty.  Treatment  must  therefore  be  given  to  prevent 
pollution  taking  place  elsewhere. 

A restart  was  made  on  the  new  works  at  Clyde  Park  which 
are  expected  to  be  in  operation  this  year.  ^e  works  at 
Goursington  and  Carbarns  v/ere  in  continuous  operation  throughout 
the  year.  Difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  obtaining 
spare  parts,  particularly  for  Carbarns.  During  the  year  the 
aerators  and  detritor  were  given  a complete  overhaul. 

Duo  to  the  fact  that  the  flow  has  now  increased  to  above 
the  figure  for  which  the  works  were  designed  and  that  in  the 
near  future  additional  housing  areas  will  be  discharging 
their  sewage,  consideration  is  being  given  to  an  extension. 

difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  the 
sludge  from  the  digestion  plant.  About  1,000  tons  were 
removed  during  the  year.  The  details  of  the  running  of  the 
plant  are  aa  follows 

CARBARNS  SEY/AGE  WORKS 


1946 

1945 

No.l 

Engine  on  gas 

7,020-i-  hours 
292  days  12-J- 

run 

hours 

6,998  hours  run 
291  days  14  hours 

K.W, 

generated 

230,066 

231,466 

No. 2 

Engine  on  oil 

1,951-i-  hours  run 

81  days  V-g-  hours 

l,420j-  hours  run 
59  days  4i  hours 

K.W. 

generated/ 
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1946 

1945 

K.W,  generated 

57,314 

45,439 

Total  K.W,  on  both 
engines 

287,380 

276,905 

Fuel  Oil  consumed 

5,871  gallons 

4,396  gallons 

Average  per  hour 

3 gallons 

3,09  gallons 

Gas  generated 

7,175,300  cub,  ft. 

6,890,000  cub,  ft. 

Average  consumed 
per  hour 

1,022  cub*  ft. 

1,013  cub*  ft. 

Sewage  treated 

1,100,840,000  galls 

,1,107,180,000  galls 

Average  per  day 

3,016,000  galls. 

3,033,000  galls. 

RIVER  POLLUTION 


Tha  river  or  stream,  functioning  as  a natural  outfall 
drainage  for  the  land,  is  often  made  the  reeipient  of  wastes 
which  spoil  their  landscape  beauty  and  deny  the  angler  tha 
pastime  he  enjoys* 

During  the  year  progress  w as  made  in  dealing  with  one 
industrial  concern  who  was  discharging  trade  waste  of  an  oily 
nature  into  the  C alder* 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  all  eourcee  of 
pollution  will  be  eradicated. 

SALVAGE  ACTIVITIES 

The  left-overs  and  throw-outs  of  the  house,  shop  and 
factory  can  often  serve  a further  period  of  usefulness. 

This  has  been  notably  demonstrated  during  these  last  few  years# 
This  period,  when  shortages  exist,  has  not  run  its  course. 
Items,  which  are  considered  of  no  value,  suddenly  become 
Invaluable*  The  necessity  to  collect  every  scrap  of  paper, 
kitchen  waste,  bones,  tins  and  rags  is  more  acute  than  even 
during  the  war*  Industry  requires  them.  Lot  every  endeavouj^ 
bo/ 
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ba  inade  to  satisfy  her  demande* 
help  ourselves.  During  the  ye 
the  sale  of  salvaged  material, 
was:  - 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


By  helping  the  nation  we 
ar  £15,584  was  realised  from 
?he  total  month  by  month 


£ 

1,317 

1,287 

1,384 

1,424 

1,426 

1,215 

1,015 

1,142 

1,313 

1,516 

1,273 

1.272 

£15,584 


- All  salvage  should  be  kept  separate  from  the  ordinary 
household  refuse. 

THE  CLEANSING  SERVICE 

The  hygienic  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse 
Is  a service  essential  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the 
community.  Difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  spare 
parts  for  certain  vehicles  but  despite  this  inconvenience  tho 
service  has  been  maintained.  An  order  has  been  placed  for 
the  supply  of  two  new  vehicles. 

Refuse  can  be  put  to  a useful  purpose  in  the  reclamation 
of  land  vihich  formerly  was  regarded  as  a liability.  This  is 
the  method  used  in  this  area.  Part  of  the  ground  is  let,  from 
which  a revenue  of  £84  was  obtained.  Muoh  salvage,  which  is 
collected  at  the  tip  face,  could  be  recovered  mord  profitably 
xf  separated  at  the  points  of  collection. 

Civic  cleanliness  is  reflected  in  the  condition  of  the 
streets  and  pavements.  Systematic  cleansing  removes  any 
dirt  and  dust  ^loh  collects  but  a more  vexing  problem  is  the 
dealing  with  litter,  such  as  bus  tickets,  chip  bags  and  even 
newspapers,  which  are  wantonly  deposited  on  the  pavements 
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instead  of  being  placed  in  the  receptacles  provided  for  the 
purpose.  Another  source  of  complaint  is  the  fouling  of  the 
pavements  by  dogs, 

CLEANSING  OF  BACK  COURTS 

Due  to  the  present  ciroLimstanc-es  no  progress  was  made 
in  the  paving  of  backcourts  vdth  concrete  slabs  or  tarmacadam. 
Following  seve3B  frost,  complaints  v/ere  received  regarding  the 
muddy  condition  of  some  and  In  5 instances  scraping  off  the 
soft  mud  and  relaying  wibh  hard  engine  ashes  effected  an 
improvement. 

We  are  prepared  to  clean  the  backcourts,  and  areas  on 
payments  of  a voluntary  assessme  nt  cf  a penny  in  the  £, 

Full  advantage  of  this  scheme  has  not  been  taken  by  the  property 
ovmers, 

I NI^CTI  OTJS  PI  SE  ASE 

Cortain  diseases  can  be  passed  from  one  individual  to 
another  and  are  thus  classified  as  infectious.  Control  of  such 
diseases  is  necessary  to  safeg-aard  t'he  health  of  the  community* 
Prevention  is  better  than  cure-  Following  notification, 
investigation  is  made  by  this  department,  the  patient  isolated 
and  any  infected  articles  and  premises  disinfected.  Last 
year  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  750,  an  increase  of  12 
from  1945,  Scarlet  Fever-  Dysentery.,  Erysipelas  and 
OphthaLala  Neonatorum  showed  decreases.  Increases  were 
registered  with  Diphtheria,  Puerperal  Fever,  Taberculosls, 
Meningitis  and  Pneumonia, 

The  benefit  of  hospital  treatment  is  more  fully  realised 
in  this  enlightened  day.  This  is  shown  by  the  percentage  of 
oases  removed  to  hospital, 

245  intimations  of  infec^tious  disease  wore  sent  to 
schools  and  230  clearance  lines  were  also  issued, 

Faes  for  notification  amounted  to  £90.  17,  6,  as  against 
£77.  15/-  in  1945. 

Full  details  are  to  be  found  in  the  appendix, 

PUBLIC  SLAUGHTERHOUSES/ 
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PUBLIC  SLAUaHTERHQUSES 

Th6  public  slaughterhouse  serves  a useful  purpose. 

It  enables  supervision  to  be  exercised  in  the  methods  of 
killing  and  subsequent  handling  of  animals  for  human 
consumption.  It  also  allows  for  inspection  of  all  meat  prior 
to  being  handed  over  to  the  butcher.  This  inspection  is 
followed  up  by  the  sanitary  staff  in  the  shops  and  vans. 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  this  area,  one  in 
Motherwell  and  the  other  in  Wi.shaw,  They  are  fitted  with 

modern  equipment  and  are  efficiently  managed  by  the 
superintendents,  Mr,  Thom  and  Mr«  Richmond. 

The  total  kill  for  the  year  in  Motherwell  v/as  16,490,  a 
decroaso  of  4,545  f/rnn  1945,  Sheep  and  lambs  account  for  the 
most  of  the  decrease. 


In  Wishaw  a decrease  of  3,173  is  noted,  the  total  being 
17,869,  The  drop  in  the  numb or  of  sheep,  lambs  and  calves 
provide  the  cause  of  the  decrease.  The  total  for  both 
placos  amounted  to  34,349, 

The  details  are:- 


Mothe r w e 1 1 Area 


Bullocks  1,362 
Heifers  621 
Bulls  49 
Cows  643 


Calves  1,011 
Sheep  3,761 
Lambs  9,015 
Pigs  ' 28 


Total  16,490 


Wishaw  Area 


Bullocks 

1,428 

C alves 

50 

Heifers 

795 

Sheep 

14,510 

Bulls 

189 

Pigs 

73 

Cows 

812 

G-oats 

2 

Total 

17,859 

As/ 
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As  a result  of  inspection  the  weight  of  meat  which  had 
to  be  condemned  was  55,007  lbs. 

The  reason  for  condemnation  and  other  details  are  entered 
in  the  appendix. 


MILK 

Milk,  a complete  f ' od  in  itself,  has  to  be  carefully 
watched  if  the  health  giving  properties  are  to  be  utilised  to 
the  full.  Contamination  may  occur  at  any  point  between  the 
cow  and  the  consumer.  To  combat  this,  hygienic  conditions 
must  bo  maintained  at  the  farm,  dairy  and  home.  172  inspec- 
tions were  made  during  the  year  to  see  that  the  various  Acts, 
Orders  and  Dairy  Byelav/s  were  being  adhered  to, 

The  premises  were  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  Clean  milk 
production  requires  personal  as  v/oll  as  ’’house”  cleanliness. 

On  several  inspections  the  methods  employed  in  handling  the 
milk  were  not  considered  satisfactory.  Following  advice  given, 
an  improvement  was  noted.  Minor  alterations  and  repairs  were 
carried  in  fci'r  premises. 

The  following  table  gives  the  information  asked  by  the 
Department  of  Health  in  Circular  31/47. 


. ..  } 

Class 

No,  of 
premises 

' 

No,  of 
cows 

Designated  Licences 

t,t. 

Pasteurised 

Standard 

Producer 

Retailers 

4 

168 

2 

•• 

Producer 

V/holesalers 

1 

16 

« 

•i* 

1 

Wholesale 

Dealers 

8 

«• 

5 

1 

1 

Retail 

Purveyors 

30 

- 

15 

3 

m 

Exempted 

Producers 

305  samples/ 
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305  sariiples  were  takon  for  bacfcerlologlcal  examination 
as  against  165  during  1945,  and  of  these  81  failed  to  comply 
with  the  prescribed  conditions  as  compared  with  76  of  the 
previous  year.  This  Indicates  an  improvement.  The 
defaulting  samples  wore  mostly  found  during  the  summer  months, 
A summary  is  given  here  and  details  are  to  be  found  in  the 
appendix* 

Milk  Bacteriological  Testa 


Tu-borculin  Tested  134 
Pasteurised  63 
Standard  2 
Ordinary  26 
Tuberculin  Tested  School  80 


306 


Unsatisfactory 

Test  for  Bacteriological  Count  and  Coliform  Bacilli 

Tuberculin  Tested  37 

Pasteurised  20 

Tuberculin  Tested  School  ^ 

81 

MS 


When  a sample  fails  to  conform  to  the  required  standard 
the  cause  is  inves vjigated*  When  the  offender  is  situated  in 
an  adjoining  area  that  Icoal  authority  is  notified  and  asked 
to  co-operate  to  effect  a remedy, 

35  samples  of  milk  were  subjected  to  the  biologioal  tost 
for  tuberculosis  and  all  proved  negative. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934  deals  v/ith 
such  important  matters  as  provisions  against  infection  or 
contamination,  the  prohibition  of  colouring  matter  and  provisions 
as  to  vessels  and  conveyance  of  milk. 

No/ 
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No  cases  of  imparop-or  milk  storage  or  failure  to  take 
precautions  ag^iust  the  spread  of  infection  were  discovered. 

The  sealing  of  milk  cans  was  often  neglected  and  this  fact 
with  details  of  the  offenders  was  forwarded  to  the  producer 
local  authority  for  subsequent  action. 

Complaints  of  dirty  bottles  and  of  milk  readily  turning 
sour  were  received  during  the  warmer  weather.  Investigation 
followed  and,  necessary,  severe  warnings  were  given. 

During  the  year*  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of 
Health,  two  amenctiients  were  made  in  our  Dairy  Byelaws.  One 
called  on  the  dairymen  to  rinse  and  drain  all  milk  cans  before 
returning  them  and  the  other  allowed  the  use  of  sodium 
hypochlorite  solution  for  the  washing  of  the  teat  cups  of 
milking  machines  between  milkings  of  individual  cows. 

OTHER  POODS 


Many  articles  of  food  are  included  in  our  diet  beside 
moat  and  milk.  Like  them  supervision  has  to  be  given  to 
ensure  that  what  is  sold  to  the  public  is  good  and  v/holesome. 
Routine  inspections  are  made  of  all  premises  where  foods  are 
manufactured,  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale.  Personal 
cleanliness  is  very  important  when  handling  foodstuffs. 

Tho  danger  of  spreading  infection  by  dirty  or  slovenly  habits 
appears  to  be  forgouten  by  some.  They  also  resent  being 
remin<|pd  of  their  obligations  to  their  fellov/  citizens.  The 
majority  of  those  engaged  in  the  supply  of  our  food  are  desirous 
of  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  the  law  and  are  prepared  to 
assist  in  every  way  possible*  This  co-operation  is  much 
appreciated. 

Foodstuffs  will  go  bad  or  become  unpalatable  if  kept  too 
long  or  stored  under  unhygienic  conditions. 

To  help  to  ro-^ain  their  food  value  over  a period  many 
foods  are  subjected  to  some  form  of  preservation.  Salting, 
smoking,  refrigeration  and  canning  are  all  used.  By  these  means 
we  are  enabled  to  partake  of  articles  of  food  of  which  we 
would  otherv/ise  be  deprived. 

Careless/ 
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0 Giro  less  handling,  or  prolonged  storage,  may  cause  unsound- 
ness and  if  such  occurs  condemnation  as  unfit  for  human 
consuaptlon  has  to  be  resorted  tOt  During  the  year  the 
following  were  certified  as  unfit  and  surrendered  by  the  owners. 
Most  of  the  material  was  passed  on  to  be  converted  into  emimal 
feeding  stuff. 


Beans 

149  tins 

Peas 

185  tins 

Salmon 

95  tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

4 tins 

Casserole  Steak 

4 tins 

Evaporated  Milk 

519  tins 

Sugar 

72  lbs. 

Pilchards 

89  tins 

Mor 

2 tins 

Sausago  Meat 

21  tins 

Soup 

37  tins 

M.and  V,  Ration 

49  tins 

Sardines 

52  tins 

Herring 

4 tins 

Vegetable  and  Gravy 

55  tins 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

5 tins 

Dried  Egg 

26  lbs. 

Fruit  Cocktail 

6 tins 

Tomatoe  s 

36  tins 

Pears 

16  tins 

Peaches 

20  tins 

Apricots 

4 tins 

Pluas 

87  tins 

Condensed  Milk 

29  tins 

Potted  Meat 

2 tins 

Jelly 

2 lbs. 

Custard 

12  pkts. 

Corned  Beef 

2 tins 

Sultana  Pudding 

1 tin 

Pineapple 

2 tins 

Macaroni  Cheese 

3 tins 

Butter 

1 lb. 

Cheese 

1 lb. 

Raisins 

30  lbs. 

Grape  Prult  Pulp 

40  galls* 

Household  Milk 

4 tins 

Prepared  Meat 

2 tins 

Steak 

63  tins 

Tongue 

7 tins 

Mixed  Vegetable 

9 tins 

Manual ado 

8 tins 

Haddock 

16  sts* 

Treacle  Pudding 

6 tins 

Codling 

8 sts. 

Chopped  Ham 

24  tins 

Crawfish 

3 tins 

Treetmeet 

1 tin 

Prem 

5 tins 

Beof  Loaf 

4 tins 

Beetroot 

4 tins 

Bros ling 

2 tins 

Bacon 

10  lbs. 

Spaghetti 

8 tins 

Mustard 

52  tins 

Prunes 

190  lbs* 

Skimmed  Milk 

4 tins 

Tripe 

78  lbs* 

Macaroni 

1 tin 

Ox  Feet 

4 

Fillet 

11  sts. 

Jam 

19  lbs* 

Lemon  Curd 

3 lbs# 

Sandwich  Spread 

1 tin 

Veal 

1 tin 

Tea 

1 lb. 

Spam 

5 tins 

Shrimps 

1 tin 

Puddings 

8 tins 

Pickles 

1 Jar 

Plcoolilli 

5 Jars 

Qaxaker  Oats 

16  lbs. 

Syrup 

1 tin 

j^PLTERATION  AT  BAY/ 
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./ADULTERATION  AT  BAY 

Tampering  with  food  is  not  encountered  very  much  these 
days,  but  while  foods  are  rationed  or  in  short  supply  the 
temptation  for  the  unscrupulous  person  still  exists.  The 
purchaser  must;,  be  protected  and  to  this  end  the  law  states 
that  the  article  sold  must  be  of  the  nature,  substance  eind 
quality  demanded. 

In  order  to  ascertain  if  the  provisions  of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928  wore  observed,  116  samples  were 
taken  and  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst*  Of  these,  6 were 
found  to  be  disconform  to  the  law* 

One  sample  of  lard  was  found  to  be  compound  oookXng  fat 
and  in  this  case  a warning  was  given. 

Three  samples  of  mince  contained  730,  266,  145  parts 
respectively  of  sulphur  dioxide  per  million.  The  offenders 
were  taken  to.  court  and  fined  £2,  £1  and  £4, 

One  sample  of  sausage  was  found  to  contain  490  parts  per 
million.  The  retailer  successfully  pleaded  warranty  and 
following  proof  the  sheriff  held  that  the  charge  had  been 
proved  but  the  t the  wholesale  manufacturer,  having  satisfied 
him  that  every  reasonable  precaution  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
adulteration  of  the  meat,  was  acquitted  in  tei*ms  of  the  proviso 
to  Section  30  (2)  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act, 
1928. 


One  sample  of  whisky  was  40*78  degrees  under  proof. 
This  led  to  an  appearance  in  court  when  a fine  of  £5  was 
Imposed* 

COMPLAINTS  AND  NUISANCES 


All  complaints  are  not  well  fo\mded.  Many  are  the 
result  of  quarrelling  among  neighbours*  IWhen  received,  * 
verbally  or  by  letter,  any  necessary  action  is  taken.  We 
are  duty  bound  to  inspect  all  property  within  the  burgh  for 
the  detection  of  any  statutory  nuisance  and  to  secure  the 
abatement  thereof. 

The/ 
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The  number  of  intimbione  served  on  the  owner  or  factor 
during  the  year  wae  886. 

Wilful  destruction  and  misuse  of  sanitary  fittings  while 
causing  the  users  much  inconvenience  and  the  proprietors  needless 
exponso,  also  disturb  the  amenity  of  the  surrounding  areas. 

Infestations  of  bugs,  cockroaches,  fleas  and  to  a leaser 
degree  lice  and  othe  r inseot  posts  are  still  encountered. 
Treatment  by  an  Inseotioid©  followed  by  persistent  cleansing  is 
the  only  permanent  method  of  eradication.  Too  often  the 
householder  expects  to  get  rid  of  her  “lodgers"  by  the  help  of 
the  department  alone.  The  product  of  technical  knowledge  and 
physical  labour  working  in  co«»operation  can  successfully  deal 
with  these  invaders. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  people  are  content  to 
live  in  surroundings  which  are  not  conducive  to  health  when  by 
the  application  of  soap  and  water  the  house  could  be  lutde 
a credit  to  the  housewife.  During  the  year  10  occupiers  of 
such  premises  were  served  with  notices  to  have  them  cleansed 
in  terms  of  Section  119  of  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1092. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

In  an  industrial  area  such  as  this,  much  of  the  health 
giving  properties  of  the  sun’s  rays  are  withheld  from  its 
citizens  by  the  curtain  of  smoke  which  hangs  over  it. 

With  the  extended  use  of  fuels,  other  than  coal,  industrial 
concerns  are  helping  to  reduce  the  amount  of  solid  matter  present 
in  the  air.  The  application  of  gas  and  electricity  for  space 
heating  and  the  scarcity  of  coal  for  domestic  purposes  is  also 
reflected  in  the  cleaner  atmosphere. 

Attention  was  given  to  the  cement  plant  at  Wiahav/  con- 
cerning which  complaints  wero  received  of  the  dust  being 
emitted  from  the  works, 

THE  RAT  MENACE 


War  against  the  rat  should  be  wagod  wherever  he  pokes 
his  nose.  Immediate  action  should  be  taken  as  soon  as  there 
is  any  sign  of  his  presence.  Under  the  Rat  and  Mice  (Scotland) 
Order.  1943  the  local  authority  is  empowered  to  deal  with  the 
occupier/ 
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ooeupler  or  the  owner  of  any  land  or  premise a which  is  found 
to  be  infested.  When  evidence  of  rata  or  mice  is  found 
this  fact  should  be  notified  to  this  department  where  advice 
will  be  given  as  how  best  to  got  rid  of  them*  The  occupier 
of  the  premises  is  responsible  to  deal  with  the  rodents* 

If,  however,  the  local  authority  does  the  work,  the  cost  must 
be  The  number  of  complaint a received  during  the 

year  was  41* 

THIS  GREAT  HOUSING  QUESTION 

Like  most  places  the  burning  question  is  that  of  housing* 
With  the  intervention  of  the  war,  the  reduction  in  the  building 
programme  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  families,  the 
need  Is  greatfiKthan  ever*  The  scarcity  of  housing  produces 
the  problem  of  subletting,  with  its  attendant  drawbacks  and 
inconveniences. 

The  provision  of  prefabricated  houses  was  accelerated 
during  the  year  and  satisfied  the  needs  of  433  families* 

The  Internal  fittings  and  conveniences  wore  admired.  The 
only  general  complaint  was  the  rant  of  the  house.  Compared 
with  the  rent  of  the  three  apartment  brick  built  house,  they 
have  a grievance* 

The  number  of  houses  built  by  the  Scottish  Special 
Housing  Association  was  76,  This  includes  22  Swodloh  titter, 
while  36  houses  of  traditional  type  were  also  completed  during 
the  year*  Included  in  the  nvimber  of  families  rehoused  were 
51  T*B*  cases. 

With  the  completion  of  547  houses,  some  progress  in  the 
relief  of  overcrowding  has  been  aooompltshed  and  one  had  hoped 
that  this  progress  would  have  been  maintained  or  increased 
during  the  present  year.  Alas,  from  the  estimate  given  by 
the  Department  of  Health,  it  would  appear  that  the  programme 
is  to  be  severely  curtailed  and  this  will  bring  disappointment 
and  frustration  to  many  who  are  in  dire  need  of  alternative 
ao eommodat ion * 


THE  SQ.UATTERS/ 
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THE  SQUATTERS 

This  area  did  not  escape  the  attention  of  the  squatters 
during  the  year.  These  persons,  without  the  permission  of 
the  owner,  entered  various  condemned  and  other  properties 
with  a view  to  obtaining  by  this  means  a new  house.  Some, 
when  'warned  by  the  police,  removed,  others  defiantlv  remained. 
Court  action  followed  and  fines  amounting  to  £19,  5/-  wore 
Imposed, 


HOUSING  PROGRESS  TO  DATE 


Year 

Voluntary 

Closures 

Demolition 

Orders 

Total 

Closed 

Families 

Housed 

Persons 

Housed 

1930 

42 

142 

184 

192 

785 

1931 

4 

317 

321 

303 

1423 

1932 

3 

48 

51 

48 

232 

1923 

•0 

77 

77 

85 

383 

1934 

- 

372 

281 

317 

1569 

1936 

13 

G40 

292 

316 

1527 

1936 

•> 

412 

412 

435 

2021 

1837 

- 

154 

154 

147 

683 

1938 

153 

153 

123 

551 

1939 

- 

90 

90 

.80 

353 

1940 

- 

31 

31 

84 

403 

1941 

- 

9 

9 

160 

995 

1942 

2 

- 

2 

117 

688 

1945 

« 

m 

143 

819 

1944 

- 

180 

906 

1945 

2 

- 

2 

52 

121 

1946 

547 

2,033 

IN  ROOMS  AND  LODGING  HOUSES 

Unable  to  obtain  a house  of  their  own  many  families  arc 
compelled  to  live  in  somebody  else’s  room.  During  the  year 
258  such  families  were  rehoused.  It  is  estimated  that  there 
ajpe  still  1,000  sublets  within  the  burgh. 

The/ 
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The  number  of  common  lodging  houses  within  the  burgh 
a^emalna  at  4,  one  of  which  can  accommodatG  women.  Those 
promises  call  for  strict  supervision.  The  type  of  lodger 
and  the  class  of  labour  employed  necessitates  this.  Any 
violation  of  the  byelaws  are  immediately  dealt  with. 
Inspections  numbered  84  and  the  following  matters  called 
for  special  intervention# 

Dirty  W.C.s. 

Roof  in  disrepair# 

Dirty  condition  of  ceiling  and  walls 
of  dining  hall# 

Dirty  condition  of  passages  and  stairs. 

Dirty  condition  of  bath  house# 

Acc' iTj.lation  of  old  mattresses# 

Broken  windows. 

Plush  pipe  and  cistern  in  disrepair# 

Infestation  of  lice# 


INDUSTRIAL  SANITATION 

The  factory,  as  well  as  the  homo,  calls  for  adequate 
sanitary  facilities  and  these  are  governed  by  the  standards 
laid,  down  in  the  Factory  Act  of  1937,  and  the  Sanitary 
Accommodation  Order  made  thereunder#  398  inspections  wore 
made  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  ventilation 
and  the  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  the  folloYdng 
received  attention# 

Structural  defects# 

Limewashing# 

Ooneral  dirty  condition  of  premises# 
Artificial  lighting. 

Ventilation  in  W.C.s. 

Defects  to  W,C#  fittings# 

Additional  W#C,  accommodation# 

THE  SHOP  WORKER 

The  Shop  Acts,  1912-36,  were  brought  into  force  for 
the  benefit  of  the  shop  assistant  and  the  enforcing  of  tho 
provisions  dealing  with  ventilation,  temperature,  lighting, 
sanitary/ 
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Banltary  aocommodation  and  washing  facilities  are  the 
roaponslbility  of  this  department.  614  Inspections  were 
made#  In  one  instance  an  additional  W,C.  was  Installed  and 
adequate  ventilation  provided. 

OTHER  STATUTORY  DUTIES 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT.  1955.  together  with  the  POISON  RULES, 
deal  witii  provTsicns  relating  to  transactions  in  poisons,  the 
aim  toeing  to  maice  it  difficult  to  obtain  dangerous  drugs. 

19  persons  are  presently  on  the  register.  43  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year. 

BURIALS . It  was  necessary  on  one  occasion  to  carry  out  the 
of  a child  in  terms  of  Section  69  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS . There  are  two  burial  grounds  owned  by  the 
looaf  a uthority  within  the  boundary  and  one  in  the  County  of 
Lanark.  These  are  carefully  maintained  by  the  Parks  and 
Burial  Grounds  Superintendent.  There  is  also  one  closed 
oemetory. 

RAG  PLOCK  ACTS  lave  for  their  purpose  the  prevention  of 
trading  in  unclean  rag  flock  for  bedding.  During  the  year 
two  samples  were  taken  and  both  conformed  to  the  standard. 

cleansing  of  common  STAIRS  AND  PASSAGES  required  the  Intor- 
ven'fibn  of  the  dep'a^rtmont  on  9 occasions. 

CHOKBD  RHONES  AND  CONDUCTORS  called  for  the  sorvico  of 
36  notices. 

PAINTING  AND  WHITEWASHING  OP  COMMON  STAIRS  AND  PASSAGES  notices 
were  “issued  to~” y5 1 ao tors  or  owners. 

BYELAWS  FOR  TENTS  AND  VANS  did  not  call  for  any  action. 

SCHOOLS  in  the  burgh  number  18  • They  are  all  well  maintained 
and  no  action  was  necessary  by  this  department. 

PIGSTIES  number  3 within  the  burgh.  These  were  maintained  in 
a satisfactory  condition  and  no  complaints  wore  received. 


OFFICE  CHANGES 
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OFFICE  CHANGES 


It  is  with  doep  regret  that  I record  the  passing  of 
my  late  chief,  Mr,  A,  L,  Thomson^  on  the  18th  March,  1946, 

He  was  well  known  in  this  country  and  abroad  as  an  export  and 
authority  in  his  profession.  Under  his  guidance  many 
improvements  in  sanitation  were  carried  out  in  this  burgh 
during  the  last  27  years# 

On  the  15th  August,  Mr*  W,  W*  Dymook  retired  after 
59  years  of  faithful  service  in  tho  department*  His  local 
knowledge  was  invaluable  and  his  advice  was  appreciated  by 
the  members  of  the  staff*  We  * wish  him  well  in  his  retirement# 

On  my  appointment  to  fill  the  offices  held  by  Mr#  Thomson, 
Mr.  J#  L,  B,  Stevenson,  Falkirk,  was  appointed  Deputy  Sanitary 
Inspector,  etc* 

We  were  glad  to  welcome  three  members  of  the  staff  who 
returned  from  H*  M,  Forces,  while  one  other  member  was  called 
up  for  service  during  the  year# 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

It  is  with  grateful  thanks  that  I have  to  acknowledge 
tho  ready  assistance  and  co-operation  received  from  many 
sources,  but  particalarly  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
tho  Town  Clerk,  the  Burgh  Surveyor,  the  Director  of  Housing, 
tho  Factor,  the  Slaughterhouse  Superintendents  and  finally 
my  own  staff# 


X am. 

Miss  McDonald  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


T.  JOHNSTONE, 

Ohlef  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Designated  Housing  Inspector* 


July,  1947# 
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NUISANCES  tWjT  WITH 


Choked  Drains 

192 

Burst  Pipe 

1 

Dirty  Houses 

28 

Dirty  Backcourts 

19 

Defective  Sinks 

11 

Stairs 

9 

Disrepairs 

241 

Lice 

1 

Rug  Shaking 

4 

Obnoxious  Smells 

13 

Bugs 

55 

Rats  and  Mice 

41 

W.C,  complaints 

49 

Backsmoke 

34 

Beetles 

66 

Washhouse  complaints 

6 

Miscellaneous 

71 

Rhone  Notices 

58 

Whltewashe  Notlocs 

251 

Bln  Notices 

587 

Bins  Placed 

851 

SAMPLES  TAKEN 

Llmd 

1 Karrier  Tonic 

1 

Cyder 

X 

Hojioy 

1 Sausage 

6 

Lard 

2 

Mustard 

1 Baking  Powder 

1 

Lemon  Essence 

1 

Ohemical  Pood  1 Vinegar 

4 

Gin 

1 

Whlfky 

7 Chocolate  Cake 

Glycerine 

1 

Bicarbonate 

Mixture 

1 

Goosebory  Jam  1 

of  Soda 

1 Coffee 

4 

Jelly  Making 

Olaubor’s  Salt  1 Mince 

6 

Oompound 

1 

Gelatine 

1 Demorara  Sugen* 

2 

Butter 

2 

Potted  Meat 

2 Ginger  Wine 

1 

Bramble  Jelly  1 

Epfloci  Salts 

1 Jelly 

1 

Sedletz 

Vienna  Sausage  1 Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

Powder 

1 

Barley  Flour 

1 Prunes 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

Cooking  fat 

1 

2 samples  of  Rag  Flock  were  taken* 

DETAILS  OP  MILK 

SAMPLES 

Bcvbtoriologlo;jl  Tosts 

Chemical 

Tuberculin  Tested  134 

Pasteurised 

63 

Sweet 

Milk 

54 

Standai*d  2 

Ordinary  26 

^l>93^cull&  T&eted  School  60 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Hospital  veroua  Homo 

Tt^eated 


Traatod  In 


Soorlet  Pevar 

133 

iSJS 

I 

ome 

132 

99 

Diphthapla 

67 

67 

100 

*Puorperal  Paver 

42 

2 

40 

95 

Typhoid 

1 

1 

100 

Dy  Santa ry 

7 

W 

7 

100 

•Erysipelas 

26 

14 

11 

44 

Monlngltls 

21 

21 

100 

Pna\mon4a 

271 

36 

235 

- 86 

Totals 

567 

63 

514 

90 

HOUSE  INCIDENCE 

Number  of  Apartments 

1 2 

3 

4 5 

- 4,  n 7- 

8 9 

Ins • Total 

Soar let  Paver  18  48 

'X9"'''16 

’T"  ■fST’ 

Diphteria 

4 21 

22 

9 8 

2 - 

«»  «» 

67 

Typhoid 

- - 

• 

^ or 

1 - 

m m 

• 1 

Dysentepy 

6 

X 

• » 

m 

m ^ 

7 

•Ersolpalas 

1 5 

5 

li  3 

^ •« 

«*  m 

« 25 

Monlngltls 

3 5 

7 

6 X 

1 - 

« « 

• 21 

Pnovunonia  14  87 

t 

76 

64  26 

2 •* 

1 « 

1 sn 

1945  comuared  with  1946 

Ko«  0^  Notl float ions 

^ . r^eelvad 

]^946, 

Deereaso 

- Inor,aaa^ 

Soarlot  Povor 

169 

135 

36 

« 

Diphtheria 

65 

67 

OF 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

31 

42 

w 

11 

Erysipelas 

39 

25 

14 

Tuberculosis 

X6X 

191 

m 

30 

Meningitis 

in 

21 

m 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorxjm 

2 

6 

« 

Pneumonia 

266 

871 

m 

36 

Tyhpold 

X 

1 

m 

Dysentery 

7 

15 

«• 

Totals 

748 

760 

71 

83 

I 


(Hi) 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


notifications  for  each  MONTHi’ 


S.P. 

Dloh. 

Dys*  ITyphr 

Pneu. 

Erv. 

Men. 

Puor. 

January 

14 

4 

1 

•• 

46 

1 

8 

2 

4 

February 

9 

3 

• 

- 

25 

1 

1 

3 

2 

- 

March 

7 

17 

1 

•• 

88 

3 

41 

• 

6 

- 

April 

1 

11 

21 

5 

8 

1 

4 

May 

3 

8 

2 

1 

20 

1 

28 

5 

6 

- 

Juno 

10 

3 

m 

• 

20 

2 

20 

2 

2 

July 

12 

«» 

m 

> 

14 

4 

18 

3 

3 

August 

15 

5 

2 

m 

8 

• 

22 

1 

8 

Sept ember 

9 

4 

1 

m 

16 

4 

7 

m 

5 

1 

October 

13 

3 

• 

m 

9 

2 

16 

• 

•m 

November 

20 

3 

23 

5 

86 

3 

6 

December 

20 

6 

m 

44 

2 

3 

2 

; , 

Totals 

133 

67 

7 

1 

871 

25 

191 

21 

48 

2 

SCHOOLS 


Scarlet 


Fever 

Dlnhtheria 

Pneumonia 

Total 

Dalziol  High 

2 

mm 

2 

Motherwell  Central 

1 

* 

1 

Park  Street  R*C, 

7 

1 

3 

11 

Khov/otop  Public 

10 

1 

11 

Knowotop  Special 

«» 

3 

3 

Our  Lady’s  H.G. 

1 

m 

1 

Glonoairn  Public 

11 

3 

1 

15 

C alder  Public 

4 

1 

8 

7 

Muir  Street  Public 

7 

5 

4 

14 

Shieldmuir  R«C« 

10 

3 

5 

18 

Bcrryhill  Public 

3 

«• 

6 

9 

Wishaw  Academy 

1 

9 

2 

12 

Vi/ishaw  High 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Wishaw  R*C. 

4 

1 

2 

7 

Wishaw  Central 

1 

1 

Cambuanothan  Public 

• 

1 

1 

Cralgnouk  Public 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Wishaw  Public 

2 

4 

3 

9 

Schools  outwith 

the  burgh 

5 

1 

X 
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WORKSHOPS  IK  THE  BURGH 


Bedcors  B4 
Dontists  6 
Seono  Bakers  9 
Saddlers  3 
Watchmakers  8 
Boot  Hapalrors  SO 
Painters  18 
Pl*intor8  7 
Hostauranteurs  10 
Slaters  Sc  Plasterers  10 
Joiners  6 
Plumbers  15 
Brass  Founders  2 
Blacksmiths  7 
Photographers  4 
Picture  Framers  1 
Tinsmiths  2 
Cycle  Repairers  4 
Dental  Mechanic  1 


Creamery  1 
Sausage  Makers  2 
Milliners  7 
Dressmakers  7 
Costumiers  2 
Tailors  11 
Sculptors  2 
Laundries  3 
Undertakers  8 
Cooked  Meat  Manuf*  1 
Underclothing  Makers  6 
Sloctricians  8 
Repair  Oarages  11 
Cabinet  Makers  5 
Firewood  Manuf*  .4 
Pattern  Makors  1 
Builders  5 
Gleaners  and 

Dyers  1 
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